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Groundbreaking for JCHE’s Shillman House to take place on November 23 

Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE) will hold a groundbreaking celebration on Monday, November 23, 2009 at 10 a.m. for the Morton and Etta Shillman House on the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus.  The event will take place at the building’s site at 49 Edmands Road in Framingham.  Reservations for the groundbreaking are required at rsvp@jche.org or 617-912-8400.

“Our shovels are ready!” announced Paul Rosenberg, Chair of JCHE’s Board of Directors.  Shillman House will have 150 units of independent senior housing with supportive services.  It will include 90 apartments that will be reserved for low-income senior individuals and households, and an additional 60 units available to seniors at market rates. The building will offer a dining program, computer center, fitness center, art studio, wellness center, bistro, intergenerational programs and full elevator service. 

Shillman House is the state’s first low and moderate income housing development to start construction using stimulus funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  The building has been designed in accordance with the Enterprise Green Community Standards and includes solar panels for heating, high efficiency ventilation, cooling and lighting systems, energy star appliances, environmentally friendly materials which improve indoor air quality, water saving fixtures, and the recycling of construction waste material.

In addition to the stimulus funds, the $42 million project received significant support from all levels of government including US Department of Housing and Urban Development, MassHousing, Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and the Town of Framingham. Tax credit investments were made by Brookline Bank and the Massachusetts Housing Investment Corporation.  Substantial private support was received from Dr. Bob and Mao Shillman, the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Inc., several foundations, and hundreds of private individuals.  

JCHE is grateful to the extensive and tireless support from the Town of Framingham Board of Selectmen, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Department of Community and Economic Development, as well as Jewish Family Service of Metrowest, Framingham Interfaith Clergy Association, Housing for All, Metrowest Chamber of Commerce, and many community members.

Construction of Shillman House is estimated to take 18 months.  The application process for tenants seeking subsidized units will take place six months prior to occupancy as required by HUD and other funding agencies.  Individuals and couples can be placed on the notification list for these units by contacting 617-912-8476 or shillmanhouse@jche.org.  To secure a market rent unit through a refundable reservation deposit, call 508-788-0849, email shiilmanhouse@jche.org or visit www.jche.org. 

Shillman House is named in honor of Morton and Etta Shillman, whose son and daughter-in-law Robert and Mao Shillman made a generous gift in gratitude for the wonderful years their mother lived at JCHE’s Coleman House.  In recognition of major financial support by the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, the building site is named the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus. 

Shillman House has been designed by DiMella Schaefer Associates.  Stantec has managed the development’s engineering.  Dellbrook Construction, LLC, is the project’s general contractor.
For additional information about the groundbreaking event, please contact 617-912-8400 or groundbreaking@jche.org.
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