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Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly prepares Framingham property for Shillman House

Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE) is moving closer to a groundbreaking of the Morton and Etta Shillman House on the Weinberg Campus in Framingham.  The Edmands Road property in Nobscot Center had been the site of a dilapidated house and barn.  JCHE took down the aged structures last week, which cleared the nearly 9 acre site for the new construction of affordable senior housing.  In preparation of the demolition, JCHE went through a review process with the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC).  Doors, windows, and other items were removed for reuse in an addition to a house from a similar period just a few miles from the site.  

“The removal of the old buildings is a very visual way to announce that JCHE is moving ahead,” stated Paul Rosenberg, Chair of JCHE’s Board of Directors.  “Building affordable housing is a multi-step process.  We are delighted that so many major pieces have come together recently so that we can get our attractive new building underway.”

At the end of June, JCHE received news that abutters to the site had decided against filing any further appeals, therefore ending their lawsuit that challenged the development of Shillman House.  Bill Shaevel, Chair of JCHE’s Real Estate Development Committee, said, “We respected the abutters’ position, and we are certain that in time they will consider Shillman House to be a valuable resource for the community.  In fact, quite a few of our neighbors have expressed interest in JCHE housing for themselves or their parents.”

To date, JCHE has secured more than $35 million in federal, state and local funds.  Additionally, more than $4 million has been raised from charitable donations and grants.  Most recently, JCHE received a $500,000 grant from Charles H. Farnsworth Trust, through U.S. Trust/Bank of America Private Wealth Management.  “This is the third grant we have received from the Farnsworth Trust for Shillman House.  We are so appreciative of their commitment to JCHE and to affordable housing,” remarked Rosenberg.  “We are in the process now of obtaining the remaining private funds to close the remaining gap.  We are definitely in the home stretch.”

Shillman House in Framingham will be JCHE’s fourth housing site.  Since 1965, JCHE has built, owned and managed affordable senior housing in Greater Boston.  Over 1,300 residents currently live in JCHE buildings in Brighton and Newton.  JCHE has received national recognition for the quality of its housing and supportive services that promote independent living.  

JCHE is building Shillman House in response to the large and growing need for affordable senior housing in MetroWest.  Ninety of the 150 apartments will be available to low-income seniors.  The remaining 60 units will be available at market rent.  As in all JCHE buildings, the community in Shillman House will be vibrant and diverse with programs and services that enable residents to live full and independent lives.

JCHE Board member Harold Tubman is a Framingham resident who lives near the Shillman House property.  “There is definitely excitement in the neighborhood since the old Prouty house and barn have been removed.  Everyone is noticing that Shillman House is underway.  JCHE has an excellent record as a reliable and responsive neighbor.  Shillman House will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood.”

The groundbreaking for Shillman House is anticipated to take place this fall.  For further information, contact 617-912-8476 or visit www.jche.org.
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